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In the Oriente district, as throughout the jungle
country of South America, the Indians invariably
live or camp close to the rivers. Their entire lives
centre about the streams, which control all their
activities and affect the development of the tribe.
Without a river they would be almost helpless, for
its waters supply them with fish and turtles, it
affords the easiest and quickest means of transport-
ation and enables them to make long journeys with
loads which they could never pack on their backs.
Most important of all, perhaps, is the fact that
game is always most abundant near the streams,
where many wild animals come to drink or to feed;
while, in addition, the best timber and the most
useful palms are found in the vicinity of the rivers.
Finally, the alluvial lands close to the streams are
the most fertile and afford the best land for culti-
vating maize, manioc, plantains, and other food
plants. Even when travelling through the jungle
across country, the Indians invariably time their
day's trek so that they will arrive at a camping place
near a stream before darkness overtakes them.
Until recently very little has been known of the
Curaray River. In fact, only a few years ago it was
believed by such authorities as Richard Spruce to
rise in the Llanganatis Mountains. In reality there
are at least two transverse river valleys, flowing
northwards, between the Llanganatis and the Cura-
ray's head-waters.
The other natural  difficulty is to reach the